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2021 Budget Forecasts: Measures to Ease the Effects of the Crisis 
 
Brome Lake, December 14, 2020 — At the end of a year marked by many singularities, the Town 
of Brome Lake presents a financial program marked by tax relief measures. The residential tax 
rate remains unchanged for the coming year. Significant reductions are being applied to 
entrepreneurs' rates. Service rates are affected by slight upward variations of approximately 1% 
at most. 
 
Remaining one of the most attractive in the area, the residential rate is maintained at $0.665 
per $100 of assessment. In order to provide a breathing space in a pandemic context, the rate 
for non-residential (commercial) buildings is slipping below the dollar ($0.99), a decrease of 
33.6%. The industrial rate has dropped from $1.86 to $1.32, a decline of 29%. These two 
measures will be in place for 2021 only. 
 
Owners of serviced vacant lots and buildings with six or more units will be charged rates of 
$1.33 and $0.7875 respectively, the same as last year. 
 
The budget forecasts were presented by the Council at a special meeting held by 
videoconference on December 14. It should be noted that billing increases are reflected in the 
pricing of certain services, namely for sewers ($20 increase per unit), septic tank emptying ($22 
increase) and the collection and treatment of residual materials ($2 increase). 
 
More specifically, the impact on the taxpayer's tax bill is as follows: for a serviced residence 
valued at $300,000, the increase is $22 (0.8%). The increase is 1.1%, or $24, for the same 
unserviced home. 
 
"Given the current climate, Council felt the need to intervene to help its taxpayers," said Brome 
Lake Mayor Richard Burcombe. "From then on, the elected officials did not hesitate to give a 
boost to businesses and industries by considerably lowering the rates charged to them for the 
year 2021. What's more, these measures will benefit all sectors of Brome Lake, from Foster to 
West Brome." 
 
"I believe that the Council has taken the necessary steps to bring the tax account in line with 
current conditions. In other words, it will not be an additional burden on our taxpayers," says 
the Mayor. 
 
Road improvements are taking up $2 million. An amount of $3.2 million is budgeted for the 
reconstruction of the Blackwood Dam. The renovation of the Montagne Street sector will 
require an investment of $5.5 million, while the work will be carried out over a two-year period. 



 
"Despite the uncertainty, Council, along with the administration, has decided to work with a 
budget that includes a list of projects, as it is normally the case," said the mayor. "At the same 
time, we will still have the flexibility to adjust to what 2021 brings us." 
 
Revenues reach $15.6 million 
The investment envelope totals $12.46 million for 2021, while 33% of this amount is amortized 
through grants.  
 
It should be noted that projected revenues for 2021 are $15.6 million, an increase of 2.3%. 
Expenses are expected to reach $14 million (+ 3.9%). 
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